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SHEVINGTON 

 
PARISH COUNCIL 

 CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 
Mrs K Pilkington, BSc, PGCE 

13 Christleton, 
Shevington 

Wigan 
WN6 8DQ 

Tel/Fax:  01257 473022 
clerk.shevingtonpc@yahoo.co.uk 

 
www.shevingtonpc.gov.uk 

 

 

TO ALL ELECTORS OF  SHEVINGTON PARISH 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
 

WEDNESDAY 26 AUGUST 2020 ~ 7:00 P.M. ~ TO BE HELD VIRTUALLY 
 

Please let the Clerk know if you intend to join the meeting by emailing 
clerk.shevingtonpc@yahoo.co.uk by Monday, 24 August so that you can 

be sent an invitation and joining instructions. 
 

 

AGENDA 
 

264 Apologies for Absence – to receive apologies from Councillors. 
265 Declaration of Interests - to receive any declarations of interest (prejudicial or 

otherwise) with regard to items on the Agenda.  Unless already entered in the 
Council's Register of Members' interests, members are required to disclose any 
personal interest, (which includes any disclosable pecuniary interest), they may 
have in any of the items included on the agenda for the meeting in accordance 
with the Code of Conduct adopted by the Council on 28 June 2012 and amended 
on 25 October 2012. Members are reminded that if they have any personal 
interests of a prejudicial nature or a disclosable pecuniary interest they must not 
participate in any discussion or vote on the matter and must leave the room.  Any 
member needing clarification must contact the Clerk.  

266 Path from Vicarage Lane to Crooke Village – for information and agreement 
(enclosed) 
The footpath from Vicarage Lane to Crooke Village is adequate for the “suitable 
footwear” walkers but not for prams, bikes and wheelchairs. 
A few weeks ago a local man started a petition to have the path upgraded in the 
same way as the Standish Line.  This issue was first considered at the July 
meeting. 
Cllr V Galligan has written: 
‘I have been looking at the comments from local people made on social media 
sites and the Safe Streets Wigan Borough website, which invites comments from 
local people to help highlight opportunities for new cycling and walking 
improvements in Wigan Borough. (https://safestreetswigan.commonplace.is/) 
Some have called for a pavement to be added to the notoriously dangerous (for 
pedestrians and cyclists) S Bends on Wigan Road – something which has often 
been discussed in the past and has proved to pose issues both in terms of costs 
and practicality.   
Comments include that improvements to the footpaths from both Vicarage Lane, 
Shevington and Church Lane, Shevington, to Crooke Village would improve 
accessibility: 
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"make it easier for me and others to ride down the fields on disability scooters, 
and people with prams" 
 
People could "use this route for cycling, walking, children in prams/ buggies, 
electric bikes are increasing in use" 
 
"path to the canal will allow access to Wigan shops" 
 
"If the path in question could be upgraded similar to The Line in Standish, it could 
solve a long term issue." 
 
"Me and hubby tried to go down but his mobility scooter got stuck as soon as we 
went on the gravel" 
 
" I go down on bike now and again and it's tricky. Could walk down to Crooke Inn 
for a pint" 
 
"I would like this to allow ALL local residents to enjoy." 
 
"I do think we need an escape route out of Shevington – not everyone has a car 
and I think a nice footpath to link Shevington would be great and good for older 
people to walk without going over on their ankles because it is rather uneven ." 
 
53 people "agreed" with one resident's comment on what improving the path 
between Vicarage Lane, Shevington and Crooke would mean:  
 
"Promotion of this a a key route between Shevington and Crooke would 
encourage walking and cycling and mean that pedestrians and potentially cyclists 
would be able to avoid the dangers of Wigan Lower Road where there is no 
pavement, no room for safe cycling and considerable heavy traffic. It’s a no-go 
area really for pedestrians and so forces the use of cars for what could be a 
pleasant half mile walk if the footpath in question could be upgraded." 

 
One user also commented: 
"There is a considerable gradient up from Vause's Farm to St Bernadette's 
Church, and slow moving bicycles tend to wobble. I, certainly, don't like cycling 
up that section, especially when I know the traffic is backing up behind me. 
"An improved path from Vicarage Lane to Crooke would benefit both walkers and 
cyclists. It would be a pleasant and safe walk for parents with prams and buggies 
and also for wheelchair users. 
"If the path across the ploughed field from Church Lane to the Vicarage Lane 
path could be improved, that would assist those who live north of the village 
centre." 
 
Working with the food bank during the Covid-19 lockdown highlighted the need 
for residents in Standish Lower Ground to access local services. There are a 
number of social housing properties in SLG and a significant proportion (22%) of 
foodbank families who we delivered to were from SLG. Therefore the ability to 
access shops and services in Shevington by foot/cycling is important, and 
improvements to the path would enable this. Exercise would also be encouraged 
as more residents would be able to access rural areas without people put off by 
muddy areas, narrow paths etc. 
I personally would like to see a firm surface suitable for wheelchairs, scooters, 
bikes, prams etc – truly accessible to all. Using the examples of the Standish 
Line and the already completed sections of the GM Bee Network (on the 
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Bridgewater canal, pictured), I would like to see the possibility of improvements to 
our paths considered by Wigan Council under The Deal 2030 plans to improve 
community connections ("a well-connected place" is one of the priorities, as is 
"an environment to be proud of" and "happy healthy people"). 
In these times, the need for an accessible connection between our local areas is 
paramount if outdoor exercise and walking/cycling to local places of work, 
schools, shops etc is truly to be encouraged.’ 
 

   
 
(Several months ago the Clerk was asked to submit an FOI request to Wigan 
Council to establish why work intended to improve the s-bends had never taken 
place and to obtain a copy of the plans that were prepared at the time.  The reply 
and a copy of the plan drawing are enclosed.) 
 
The District Councillors are invited to join the discussion.   
Please welcome Dist Cllr Ray Whittingham of Standish ward (who was involved 
with the Standish Line project) and Lynn Prescott (Wigan Council’s Service 
Delivery Footprint Manager for North Wigan), who have have both been invited 
and will be joining the meeting. 
Members are invited to discuss the issues and agree the best way forward. 

267 Matters Introduced by Members of the Public -  an opportunity for members of 
the public  
to ask questions or make observations. 

268 Tree Issues in Memorial Park – for discussion and agreement  (enclosed) 
This matter was previously discussed at the meeting in July, when some papers 
relating to it were circulated to members.  Further documents have been supplied 
by the owners of the property in question and these have been circulated to 
members in hard copy by the Chairman.  Cllr M Grimes has visited the site today 
and has provided a report with recommendations.  All are neclosed. 

269 Parking in Vicarage Lane – for discussion and agreement 
A resident has highlighted the problems created by parking along Vicarage Lane 
on match days.  Cars are often double-parked along the road and partly on the 
grass verges and the pavement.  This pavement is also a well-used route for 
walkers heading to Crooke.  
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The resident has provided photographs of cars parked in the area on one 
evening last week. 
The clubs have been contacted and have said that they are aware of the issue of 
parking and are developing their thoughts across both clubs to mitigate this issue 
– it is still a learning curve at the moment...... 
The parking issues have arisen for a variety of reasons: there is reduced space 
on the car park because of the new build and the lockdown rules (they are not 
allowed to car share) - these two events have combined to make it more difficult 
in the short term.  The building should be completed towards the end of 
September this will substantially increase parking space on site. 
The clubs are in the process of contacting players and requesting them to make 
their own way to training wherever possible and they have made all teams aware 
of their responsibilities in this respect. 
In future there will be a steward directing parking in the car park and cones will 
be put out along Vicarage Lane to deter people from parking along the road. 
The clubs have, however, have raised the following: 
a) One unauthorised user and his colleagues have taken to regularly training 4 

or 5 players on the pitches - they regularly park on the grass verge outside - 
these people are outside our clubs and, though challenged, refuse to move - 
indeed they quote that they have permission and are allowed to train there.  
(Note to councillors:  as the leaseholders the sports clubs are in effect the 
owners of the pitches and giving permission for individuals to use the pitches 
lies solely with the sports clubs.) 

b) Some of the cars parked along Vicarage Lane belong to allotmenteers and to 
dog walkers. 

c) Last Saturday two horses were ridden down the touchline as a football game 
was being played. They were being ridden in between players warming up on 
the touchline.  Golf too is being played on site with the obvious damage to the 
turf and there is a danger of a player or dog walker being hit by a golf ball in 
flight.  The sports clubs have asked that these activities should be banned.  
(Note to councillors:  please see a) above.) 

Members are invited to discuss the issues and agree the best way forward. 
270 District Councillors’ Reports – for information only.    

To receive reports from District Councillors.   
271 Minutes of the Last Ordinary Meeting of the Council (22 July 2020)  

- to consider, agree and approve the signature of the previously circulated 
Minutes by the Chairman as a correct record of the meeting. (enclosed) 

272 Chairman’s Report  -  for information only. 
273 Reports from Councillors  -  for information only 
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To receive short  reports from councillors about matters that are the legitimate 
business of the Council (Councillors are asked to advise the Clerk in advance of 
any reports – including the subject matter - they wish to make)  

274 Reports from Representatives -  for information only. 
• Shevington & District Community Association 
• Crooke Village Residents’ Association 
• Shevington Youth Club 
• Shevington Recreation Ground Trustees 
• ‘in Bloom’ Groups 
• Patient Participation Group 
• Audit, Governance & Standards Committee 
• Shevington Rugby & Football Clubs 
• Vicarage Lane Fields Developments 
• Friends of Shevington Memorial Park 

275 Annual Parish Walk – for information and approval  (enclosed) 
The Jim Rigby Memorial Walk is going ahead as planned on August Bank 
Holiday Monday and has been advertised on Facebook and on the Council’s 
websites.  The localised restrictions on social mixing between different 
households imposed at the end of July have been lifted, but national restrictions 
relating to meetings between members of different households still apply.  Hence 
social distancing between participating households will need to be maintained. 
Below is an update: 

a) The route for the Walk has been planned.  The Walk will begin at 10am 
outside Shevington Methodist Church.  From the Methodist Church 
participants will Walk to Vicarage Lane and then along the footpath to 
Crooke Village.  On leaving Crooke Village participants will cross the road 
and make their way via John Pit and Elnup Wood back to Shevington 
Methodist Church, where it will end. 

b) Shevington Methodist Church has not been given the go-ahead to serve 
refreshments and its kitchen is closed.  Hence refreshments will not be 
served at the end of the Walk. 

c) Cllr J Whiteley will act as the Steward and will bring up the rear of the 
Walk.  He will carry the First Aid kit, a mobile phone, hand sanitiser and 
appropriate PPE and will provide advice to walkers before they set out.  
Everyone joining the Walk will need to provide their contact details to Cllr 
Whiteley for Track & Trace purposes. 

d) A risk assessment for the Walk was carried out by Cllr Whiteley.  It is 
enclosed for the Council’s approval. 

Members are invited to approve the risk assessment referred to in d). 
276 Meetings with Wigan Council Officers – for agreement 

Further dates have been proposed for meetings with Wigan Council Officers: 
19 April 2021 at 2pm or 26 April 2021 at 10am 
12 July 2021 at 2pm or 23 July at 10am 
Members are invited to consider the dates and agree which they prefer. 

277 Internal Audit Report 2019/20 – for approval (enclosed) 
The two internal audit reports are enclosed.  The AIAR has been submitted to the 
external auditor.  Members are asked to note that there were no issues and no 
recommendations were made.  Hence an Action Plan has not been drawn up. 

278 Review of Internal Audit – for discussion and agreement  (enclosed) 
Members are invited to review the effectiveness of the Internal Audit for 2019/20 
against the criteria listed in the enclosed document. 

279 Appointment of Internal Auditor 2020/21 – for approval 
To appoint Heelis & Lodge as the Parish Council’s internal auditor for 2020/21.  
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This auditor has now carried out the Internal Audit for two years running and the 
service received was very good and reasonably priced at £215. 
Members are invited to approve the appointment.  

280 Clerk’s Report  -  for information only.  (to follow)      
281 Financial Aid Applications - to receive for consideration / approval.   

No applications have been received. 
282 Payments, Income & Bank Balances – for approval.   (enclosed) 
283 PayPal – for agreement 

Several times a year purchases are made on behalf of the Parish Council online.  
They are usually paid for by the Clerk, who uses her personal debit or credit card 
and then reclaims the amount spent.  Sometimes the size of the payments are 
substantial (e.g. when we purchased the new laptop) and future clerks may not 
be willing to underwrite the Parish Council’s expenditure in this way.  When 
making payments online the alternative option usually available is PayPal. The 
Parish Council already has a PayPal account, which was set up many years ago 
when the Council was trying to sell some things on eBay.  At the moment it is 
linked to the Clerk’s long extinct debit and credit cards.  If this was linked to the 
Council’s current account it could be used to make payments for online 
purchases securely.  Once the cost of an item has been ascertained the amount 
could be transferred from the Parish Council’s current account to the PayPal 
account and the item can be paid for using the PayPal account balance.  
Members are invited to consider the possibility of setting up the link in question 
and agree the best way forward. 

284 Planning Applications – to consider for comment / receive updates.  (enclosed) 
Since the last meeting to the date on which this agenda was prepared there have 
been no new applications to bring to the attention of the Council. 

285 Next Meetings:    2 September (Policy & General Purposes and Finance 
Committees)   

                                  30 September (Council)  
POTENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
286 Member’s Absence from Meetings – for approval (enclosed) 

 
 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AND PRESS                    
K Pilkington 

 (Clerk) 


